
“So, then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh – for if you 

live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 

will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.” Romans 8:12-14. 

Dear Christian friends, 

Christ is risen. Alleluia (Praise to God)! This Easter proclamation continues to be a greeting among 

Christians throughout the season of Easter. When stores and our society in general have long departed 

from Easter (store shelves were stripped of Easter merchandise March 28) we continue to celebrate this 

glorious season through mid-May! The resurrection of our LORD is the most profound of the Church’s 

celebrations. While our culture will focus more on Christmas (which is one day); the Church celebrates 

Easter 52 days per year. Every Sunday is a celebration of the Resurrection. This is a constant reminder to 

us and proclamation to the world around us about what God has done for us.  In the death of Jesus, God 

has satisfied the judgment of sin in which we are in bondage and in the resurrection of Jesus is our 

promise of eternal life. Death no longer holds the victory over us. 

When Jesus appeared to the disciples following his resurrection, he stressed one thing. He would not 

leave them in their state of damnation. All the disappointment, disenchantment, and despair that the 

disciples experienced and lived following Jesus’ death, would not forever define the disciples’ future. 

God in Jesus Christ is in the vocation of re-making people in the image of God’s righteousness and 

holiness. This was Jesus’ promise to the disciples when he breathed on them to receive the Holy Spirit. 

St Paul stresses this in his writing to the Romans – “If you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if 

by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”   

Today Albertans are learning a great deal about debt again. Our national and provincial budgets have 

guaranteed that we will be debtors. Those budgets have promised to keep me in a manner to which I 

have become accustomed at the expense of my granddaughter’s future. Where is the justice? Most of 

the debt will be incurred in maintaining people’s fleshly appetite. The resources will be spent on 

supporting our physical body which is dying and on our sinful appetite which we can never satisfy. The 

only hope for my future and my granddaughter’s future is that we both be remade in a more 

wholesome being.  

Thanks be to God. God has not abandoned us to SIN. God has not turned his back upon us, thinking 

nothing good will ever come of human beings. Instead, in Jesus as the Christ – and God’s Son – God has 

taken on our human flesh and fully identified with our condition. God’s Holy Spirit transformed the 

disciples into faith-filled and faithful apostles. Their living testimony was to Jesus as the Christ and God’s 

reconciliation of creation with God’s self by Jesus’ death. The apostles lived by the power of God’s Holy 

Spirit. 

Christians truly are debtors, but not needing to be debtors to our sinful, fleshly desires. We have God’s 

Holy Spirit dwelling with us - teaching, calling, consoling and encouraging us – to live the fullness of the 

children of God.  Easter continues as a celebration among us. Live in the fullness of our remade being. 

Christ is risen. Alleluia!  

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


